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was established in Servia. Pope Innocent III. made
strenuous efforts to induce Stephen to enter the
Catholic *fold. But his arguments were in vain, and
Servia remained attached to the Eastern communion.
The reign of Stephen Uros was of great benefit to
the Servian nation. Essentially a pacific ruler, the
sovereign devoted his whole attention to the consolida-
tion of the dominions which his father had conquered.
He never once voluntarily drew the sword during the
quarter of a century for which he sat on the throne,
but founded monasteries and strengthened the internal
organisation of the country. The earliest Servian
coins date from this period and bear his superscription.
By means of alliances with the Bulgarians and the
Greek Emperor, he greatly raised the position of
Servia abroad, and when the Latin conquest of Con-
stantinople placed the Emperor Baldwin on the throne,
one of his first acts was to recognise Stephen Uros
as "independent king of Servia, Dalmatia, Bosnia,"
and other adjoining districts.

But this union of Bosnia and Dalmatia with the
Servian crown brought down upon the peace-loving
Stephen the enmity of Andrew II., King of Hungary.
Hitherto Servia and Hungary had been separated
from one another, except at one point, by a " buffer
state," consisting of Bosnia, the Herzegovina and Dal-
matia. But when these territories were merged in the
new Servian kingdom, the two rivals were brought
face to face. Andrew II. stirred up Stephen's second
brother, Vouk, against him, promising to make him
an independent prince. But St. Sava once more
appeared on the scene as the good angel of Servia,